Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

February 11, 2026
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Ruth Saffell, Colby Rinehart, Jay Van Horn, Shirley Lucas, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Diane Senakievich
Absent: Carol Merritt, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, Kevin Flanagan, Larry Taylor, Jennifer Compston
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the January Regular and Special meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Diane introduced Belmont County Prosecutor Kevin Flanagan who is seeking to be elected as the next court of common pleas judge.  Kevin stated that his goal was always been to work in Belmont County after graduating law school.  Kevin stated that he began working for the prosecutor’s office in 1995. Kevin stated that he grew up in Bellaire where he still resides.  In 2001 Kevin was able to be an acting judge to help fill in when there was an absence.  Kevin stated that he has been prosecutor since 2021 and that Judge Vavra will be vacating the bench in 2027. Kevin thanked everyone for their time and asked for their support in May. 
Discussion was held about a cat issue on Washington Street where there are outdoor cats tearing up outdoor carpet.  The resident is going to file a report with the police department.

Chuck Little stated that there was a bad accident out in front of the pizza shop.  Chuck stated that traffic is very fast and heavy around 6:30 am until 8am.  Chuck complimented Officer Ward for his work and stated that he is a good addition to the department. Chuck requested some police presence by the pizza shop during the morning hours to help slow down traffic.  

Larry Taylor addressed council about the village electric aggregation program.  Larry stated that capacity charges have increased over 800% in the last two years.  This is a pass through charge done by electric suppliers. The current program rate is $0.0918 and currently AEP is $0.1065.  Larry helped a couple residents with their electric bill issues. 
Police Chief Chris Storm stated that we had the Dodge worked on for $2500 at Bill’s Towing.  Chris stated that last month there were 27 traffic stops, one juvenile court on a domestic, and one fire department assist. 


Jay Van Horn made a motion to go into executive session to discuss Personnel Discipline and purchase of property, at 7:24 p.m., seconded by Jordan Castello, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Colby - Yes, Shirley – Yes. 

At 8:13 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Diana introduced Resolution 2026-2 which authorizes the Solicitor, Fiscal Officer and or Mayor to negotiate with the Methodist Church Conference on the purchase of the park area property that is for sale. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-2, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead stated that he performed a water and sewer rate study and in order for us to break even and to cover the increased cost from Belmont County we need to add $2 per thousand to each water and sewer rates. Rick stated that the last rate change was in 2023. Colby Rinehart made a motion to declare tonight the first reading of Ordinance 2026-1, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– No, Shirley Lucas – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Rick offered to explain or provide more information to Jordan to convince her that we need to do this.  Jordan stated that she isn’t in a favor of increasing any rates. 

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· Dirk applied for the PEP Grant to purchase two different types of welders.  
· There was a meeting with BELOMAR yesterday to select and engineer to provide a cost estimate for a very large Main Street replacement project that the village is hoping to do.  This is through a federal grant and we hope to completely replace Main Street from the dirt up as well as make some serious improvements. 

Chris Hunt thanked Dirk and the public works crew for plowing the snow around the firehouse. 

Jay stated that we have a recreation committee and that we should try to get the public involved to get more help with activities, parades, and events.  Jay stated that it is hard for council to do these things alone.  Jay mentioned how difficult it is to get people to participate in parades.  

Motion to pay bills by Ruth Saffell, 2nd by Jay Van Horn, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be Wednesday March 11th, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
